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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.

RETEfE, KRR A O A BGE
T AECKEHEEBR OB L OB 2 Hi
TEOIREFE R BEBRE, ZOMD
BRI AN HAR 2 H & UCRAT
ENFY, RELIWHONAI, &9 LbiT
BROKRE BT, KEBTFREO NI T
HBLIIRDERA, LRI F v T
ISR T — SR A A G S (CPAO)
M3 ATLICRITLTVE S, KE Ll
DU 77 RLA http://www.kanji.
okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

YREBHEEY = T he RO, bR
V7 A MCH B A—)V7 FLAIN ez i
UAATLEE D HUIAATE IR, W T L
IHRIMBRENS & BHIA—V2ZET
2 EIIE>TVE S, Vo T ikiE PDFEX
T A R—3y FCHIEE, laidHyrn—
ReBTEMTEXT,

COMMANDING GENERAL
Maj. Gen. Mary Ann

Krusa-Dossin

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
Lt. Col. Douglas M. Powell

MANAGING EDITOR

Master Gunnery Sgt.
Constance Heinz

EDITOR
Hiroko Tamaki

EDITORIAL SUPPORT
Itsuko Hashigaki
Megumi Tamaki

International phone number
011-81-98-970-9403

International fax
011-81-98-970-3803

MCB PAO
Unit 35001
FPO AP 96373-5001

o]
(098) 970-9403
FAX
(098) 970-3803

EPES
T901-2300
bR A T s Tk E i
Bldg. 1, CPAO (UNIT 35001)
RETE wEFR
email :
okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil

22-

KEGE - 2009F HS  www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle



Informing the local community to assisting the local community

Hello, “Big Circle” readers!

Having transferred from “Big
Circle” editor to the Camp Han-
sen community relations specialist
eight months ago, my responsi-
bilities have shifted significantly.
Instead of informing the Okinawa
community of the Marine Corps’
activities, I now assist the Camp
Hansen commander in maintain-
ing a strong working relationship
with our host communities of Kin
Town, Ginoza and Onna villages.

Each Marine Corps camp on
Okinawa has a unique relation-
ship with its local community.
However, to the general public,
each base may simply be seen as
“the U. S. military.” I admit that
I was one of those who did not
know much about the Marine
Corps, its activities on Okinawa
and its relationship with the lo-
cal community until I started to
cover the Marine Corps through
the stories I prepared and edited
for “Big Circle.” Over my six years
as editor, I learned a lot and, at
the same time, my curiosity grew
too. Now, in my new position as
the Camp Hansen community

relations specialist I see first-hand
the relationship between the camp
and its host communities.

Every day over the past eight
months has made me realize that
a community relations specialist’s
roles are multi-leveled and multi-
dimensional. As the bridge be-
tween the camp and its neighbors,
I need to be flexible, adapting to
changed circumstances that can
evolve quickly

COMMUNITY and unexpect-
RELATIONS edly, in cI))rder
PERSPECTIVE o best serve

my camp and
the local communities who host
Camp Hansen.

Camp Hansen’s commander
and its other leaders believe that
Camp Hansen is an integral part
of the local community. Because
of this, one of my most important
duties is to maintain smooth and
close communications between
the base and the local leaders and
citizens who make up the local
community.

During the past eight months,
I have attended numerous meet-
ings with mayors, assemblymen,

police chiefs, and other key local
officials. I've taken senior camp
officials to local festivals and other
important off-base community
events. 've accompanied Marines
and sailors from Camp Hansen to
local schools to provide English
instruction and perform beauti-
fication projects at those schools.
I've also gone with Marines and
sailors to alocal nursing home and
public areas to carry out clean up
and other beautification projects.

Through all of these activities
I've witnessed how the people
of Camp Hansen and its host
communities come together and
appreciate each other’s friendship.
Taking each and every project,
such as Hansen Mini Special
Olympics and assisting local
kindergartens with their English
teaching for example, participants
come together under a common
goal. Seeing big smiles on the
faces of service members and local
residents alike is probably the best
reward for me.

What has impressed me the
most is that our strong relation-
ship with the local community

- N

was not built overnight, but is
the product of many years of
effort and respectful interaction
between the base and our lo-
cal hosts. It’'s now my privilege
as Camp Hansen’s community
relations specialist to serve as
the bridge between the base and
our generous hosts, continuing
the history of true, longstanding
friendship between the two. I am
honored to be given the chance
to contribute to this friendship -
really partnership - through my
role as primary liaison between
the camp and the local com-
munities.
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the stories about the real interactions
between local residents and Marines.
“Bridging the great divide” was a

wonderful phrase.

I look forward to the magazines.

Toshiyuki Higuchi
Nagoya City

ongratulations on assuming
the position of editor! I am a
fan of the Big Circle, living
in Nagoya. I visit Okinawa often and
the beautiful nature and warm smile
of kind people, including Marines, al-
ways helps me restore peace of mind.
I will continue to look forward to

EYA T LN e am surprised to read the
HRLTHEAL Big Circle for the first
IO Tl % time. I am really glad

to learn that Marines meet
and interact with people of
Okinawa, and take part in
volunteer activities. I want
more people to know about
this great fact. I hope Marines
and their families will become
friends with Okinawans.
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P.S. 'The story “Marines deliver joy to

school for blind” was very moving.

Marines and sailors from
Camp Hansen dance along
with a song, entertaining
children at Onna Kindergarten
# during a visit March

I 24. Marines visit Onna

| Kindergarten twice a month to
| assist its English program that
started in May 2008.
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Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

Editor’s note: Past editions of Big Circle are available online at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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JARHEAD

JARGON!

U.S.Navy
CFAQ Holds Fi

J

'The other day, an e-mail sent by our director
to everyone in the office announcing person-
nel changes read, “SSgt. Marc Ayalin will soon
PCA to CPAO from the MEU. On a sad note,
Cpl. Eric Arndt has EAS’d.”

... I said to myself, “PCA? MEU? EAS’d?
What on earth do they mean?”

Later, I learned that PCA stands for Per-
manent Change of Assignment and MEU for
Marine Expeditionary Unit, to which many
Marines in Okinawa are assigned. CPAO is the
Consolidated Public Affairs Office, the office
which publishes this magazine. EAS stands for
End of Active Service, meaning the person is
separating from Marine Corps.

A conversation in the military is full of acro-
nyms. If you happen to overhear the conversation
between Marines and have no clue what they are
talking about, it may not be your English listen-
ing skill that is to blame.

Here are some more to learn.
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AT/FP
ATC
BAH
BST
CMC
CO
CG
DoDDS$
EOD
FTS
FY
GP
HQMC
JTF
JWTC
MCAS

-

FREQUENTLY USED ACRONYMS

R T X < fEDN S MERE

Antiterrorism/Force Protection

Air Traffic Control

Basic Allowance for Housing

Basic Skills Trainer

Commandant of the Marine corps

Commanding Officer

Commanding General

Department of Defense Dependent School
Explosive Ordnance Disposal

Full Time Support
Fiscal Year
General Purpose

Headquarters, Marine Corps

Joint Task Force

Jungle Warfare Training Center

Marine Corps Air Station
(Have you ever wondered what

MCAS Futenma was?)

I will continue from N to Z in the next edition!
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Story and photos by
Petty Officer 2nd Class
Rex Nelson, CFAO
Public Affairs

ore than 100
people from
both U.S.

and Japanese organiza-
tions participated in the
Navy’s first bilateral ex-
ercise on Okinawa held
at White Beach Naval
Port Facility on Feb. 18.
The exercise simulated
a U.S. helicopter crash
off base and focused on
strengthening emergen-
cy response coordination
between both the U.S.
military and various
Japanese offices.

In an agreement be-

tween both the U.S. and
Japan, all U.S. military
branches in Japan are to
conduct bilateral exercis-
es with the host nation
in an effort to strengthen
coordination between
the two in the event of

a real-life disaster. For
this first exercise, Com-
mander, Fleet Activi-
ties, Okinawa simulated
a helicopter crash at
Mimihara Port/Dol-
phin Fisheries located in
Uruma City just outside
of White Beach.

Chuck Bush, CFAQO’s
Emergency Management
Officer, lead the Navy’s
planning effort, coordi-
nating and executing the
exercise with Japanese

‘Japanese firefighters from Uruma City Fire Department|intervie
\pilot of a simulated crashed aircraft during a drill held on'Whit
1 NE—FBEBRBRTITON/ZRYET. BELELEME
I O RKRICERT 55 5 EMHDEMBEE . Photo by Petty ©
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he feels the future of
Navy bilateral exercises
should focus on, Bush
said he would like to see
improved understand-
ings on both sides. “In
the future I would like
to see an exercise that
actually demonstrates
that deeper understand-
ing and respect for each
others systems and

»

requirements.

citizens injured in the
Bush said the exer-
cise was important to all
parties involved since
any real-world incident
would require we know
how to work together.
“I think all the orga-
nizations involved got
a much deeper under-
standing of how other
organizations operate,

vicinity of the crash.

the Okinawa Defense
Bureau, the Director
of Crisis Manage-
ment Okinawa, Uruma
City Fire and Police

In addition to CFAO
Corps Base Butler Fire

Okinawa Prefecture
Police Department.
participation such
Department, Marine

Departments, and the
as CFAQO’s Security
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Okinawa Sniperz put in
ice time for success

Lance Cpl. Stefanie C. Pupkiewicz

mbition runs hot on the cool ice
at the Sports World Southern
ills complex located on the out-
skirts of Naha.

Every Monday, the only ice rink on
Okinawa closes to the public as the Zam-
boni melts and molds the ice to pristine
perfection so the Okinawa Sniperz hock-
ey team can practice.

The team is a mix of numerous nation-
alities, American, Canadian and Japa-
nese; and a mix of skill levels, said Rus-
sell Luksha, the manager of the Okinawa
Sniperz.

The variety brings out the best in
everyone, he said. “When you skate with
more advanced skaters you get better
yourself,” Luksha said.

The team’s goalie used to be a mem-
ber of the Sniperz youth team, previ-
ously called the Ice Pilots, and recently
advanced to the adult team. When he
started ice hockey at the age of 14, he was
on the Japanese team Hope Star, but due
to an insufficient number of players the
members were incorporated into the Ice
Pilots.

“I really enjoy playing on the team
partly because the level of the skills is
higher,” said 17-year old Shimon Uehara,
Kaiho High School student.

It also helps him improve his English
skills. “At the beginning, some parents
who were bilingual interpreted for me,
but I gradually came to understand what
is being said,” he explains. “I have learned
some English expressions my classmates
don’t learn at school.”

He enjoys the friendships with his
English-speaking hockey teammates in
and outside the rink as he eats out or goes
to barbecue with English-speaking play-
ers.

Uehara is the only official Japanese
player on the Sniperz. However, hockey
players around Okinawa regularly come
to practice with the team.

Youichi Furukawa, a 22-year old
Ryuku University student and member of
the school’s hockey team, comes out to
practice with the team whenever he can.
“I come to this practice because their skill
level is higher,” he said.

Lance Cpl. Lawrence Miller with 3rd
Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division, discovered the team about a
month-and-a-half ago and occasionally
practices with them.

“I didn’t expect to find an ice rink on
a tropical island,” Miller said, who in-
vests a significant amount of his off time
practicing.

The Sniperz are registered with the
Japan Ice Hockey Federation and partici-
pate in local tournaments, Luksha said.
The team is hoping to go to China for a
tournament in May.

Those interested in trying out for the
team or who would like to participate in
practice can call Luksha at 080-1750-
2347.

Shimon Uehara, a 17-year old student
School and a member of the Okinana
for the puck to come his way during a
Sports World Southern Hill.
AR=YT =L RYHF L EITOH
REDEHLHA S FHESEIE

Photos by Lance Cpl. Thomas W. Provost

The Okinawa Sniperz hockey team practices every Monday at Sports World Southern Hill
from 8-10 pm. F#FF TR FAN=XF. RAR=YD—=)JLRYY¥ > )T HFERAEBF%S8
®wELTW3,
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Erik Rodriguez explains
about salsa dance and
encourages students in the
class that the more they
practice, the better they
get. The classes are free
on Fridays at Camp Foster
and on Tuesdays at MCAS
Futenma.
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Salsa adde spice to the

Hiroko Tamaki

kinawa is known for its Ryukyu
O music, Ryukyu dance and eisa-

dance. Among many Japanese it is
believed that art, particularly dance, is a form
of communication which leads to a better
understanding about the feelings and cultures
of others.

Dance tells us something about the way
people think, how they feel and who they are.
People dance for many reasons, expression of
ethnic identity, religious beliefs, or just for fun.

A fairly new music and dance on Okinawa
is Salsa. A combination of many Latin and
Afro-Caribbean dances, it is relatively new
to the world. Salsa dance made its way to the
United States in the 1960s by Spanish-speak-
ing immigrants from the Caribbean and to
Okinawa in the past 20 years or so.

Salsa dance is helping communicate a bet-
ter understanding of Latin and Afro-Carib-
bean culture not only to Americans but also
Okinawans through free salsa dance classes
offered on Camp Foster and Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma.

“Don’t think you are not invited to the class
because you don’t work for the U.S. Marine
Corps or you don't speak English,” said Yuki
Rodriguez. Yuki’s husband, Erik, teaches Sal-
sa dance Friday evenings at Camp Foster and
Tuesday evenings at MCAS Futenma. Yuki
meets those who don’t have base access at the
gate to escort them on base. She also provides
translation during the lessons for the Japanese
who do not understand English whenever
necessary.

Shimano Uehara, who has been taking
the lesson on base for about a year, assures all
Salsa dance classes are for everyone. “Because
Yuki is there, I highly recommend it to any-
one, even people who usually have no contact
with the U.S. military or Americans.”

It is actually a good way of learning the
English language for some. “One of the rea-
sons I come here is to learn English,” said Mio
Takeuchi, a university student. “Listening to

Mio Takeuchi and Corporal Chuck Powell, 11l MEF Banc
lessons for about a year and Powell for a few weeks.
w9 - ROIIER. RESARBL YR VICHENM

Erik’s explanation is a good way of study for
me. The beauty of it is I don’t have to force

myself to listen because this is what I enjoy.”

Erik Rodriguez, a former Marine born in
New York City of a family from Puerto Rico,
has been teaching salsa dance for nine years on
Okinawa. Although he did not start dancing
salsa seriously until he came to Okinawa, he
grew up with it. In fact, he has it in his blood:
his father, uncle and aunt used to be profes-
sional dancers in Puerto Rico.

His first chance to teach salsa was as a
volunteer assistant to a Japanese instructor in
an off-base class. Then he started teaching on
base a year later. “I began off base because I
wanted to practice my Japanese and meet Japa-
nese people. Then I decided to teach on base
because there is not much for young Marines
to do and this gave them an option,” he said.

'The two-hour lesson starts with basic steps.
'The participants all stand facing Erik and
move their feet, some smoothly, some awk-
wardly at first. Erik encourages them, “If you
look around at other people who are good and
think ‘what am I doing here?’ don’t feel bad.
They were the same as you on their first day.”

When everyone finally gets into the

14- KEGE - 2009 HS www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

rthythm, Erik tells them to listen to the beat.
While listening to the eight-count beat of the
music, he instructs them to clap their hands
on the first and fourth beat, or on the second
and fifth beat.

'This practice helps them get the feeling of
when to start or accentuate a move. Finally,
dancers on the floor are matched into pairs.
'This is when the real dancing starts. Still
counting the beat of the music, men turn la-
dies, and ladies turn following the men’s lead.

“Erik breaks everything down so well that
it is easy for me to understand,” said Uehara.
“And he makes it entertaining.”

“The best part of teaching Salsa dance
to the Japanese is that I learn the Japanese
language and culture while sharing my own
culture with them,” said Erik.

If you would like to learn Salsa dance free
on either Camp Foster or MCAS Futenma
go to Erik and Yuki Rodriguez’s Web site at

www.mamboki.com.
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Captain Michael Hager (right), of Manta Tennis, and Mikasa Odo, of Fanty Tennis, pair up in the regular practice session at the Kadena Air
Base tennis court. EFMEIMMAN TOHRE TR7 2HTUBEEBEMAED - REABBRERTISCED A TIV - N—H—KRE/NMNEZERZA

Good news for ambitious tennis players

Hiroko Tamaki

o you often play tennis with the
D same people? Do you want to be

challenged with different styles,
abilities, or even players of a different
nationality? If so, Manta Tennis has the
answer and can connect you with Japanese
and American players on the island.

In an attempt to establish a tennis
league on Okinawa, Wally Dawson,
founder of Manta Tennis on Kadena Air
Base, created a web site www.okinawaten-
nis.com in April 2008. He had the site
translated into Japanese by an Okinawan
friend in order to reach the local players.
He also searched for local teams through
the internet.

A month later members of the Naha-
based team Fanty Tennis began playing
the Kadena-based Manta Tennis members
regularly.

“At first Manta Tennis was going to
come down to Naha to meet us, but because
of the tennis court shortage we decided to
join them at Kadena,” said sanshin shop
owner Mikasa Odo.

On joint practice days, the Japanese

members are escorted onto Kadena.
When everyone is ready to play, Dawson
matches players up in pairs and games start.
Throughout the morning, players rotate
pairing with different tennis partners and
play against different pairs so all members
benefit from the variety.

“It’s good to play with many different
people,” said Akiyo Chidori, a call center
operator. She agrees with what Dawson
stresses on his website, “you are better
prepared for any match, at any given time,
by playing different players on a regular
basis.”

With 15 years of tennis experience
Masako Ogimi felt confident when she
said, “Japanese and American players have
different styles. The Japanese play more
tenaciously and strategically, while Ameri-
cans play with speed and power.”

Capt. Michael Hager echoed her words.
“Japanese have different dynamics. They
have more precision and accuracy while
Americans have more power.”

Playing on the Manta Tennis team since
his arrival on Okinawa Hager presented
an interesting similarity. “Japanese people
try not to make mistakes and that trait is
carried over to tennis.”

12- KEGE - 2009 HS www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

Players from Manta and Fanty Tennis have
teamed up to play in both communities. They
have joined one another for tournaments on
and off base.

Improving tennis skills is not the only
benefit members achieve. When people from
two different countries meet, there are always
learning opportunities, whether through lan-
guage or culture.

“I can practice my Japanese outside of a class
room environment, in a non-stressful situation
where no one is grading,” said Dawson.

A 14-month member of Manta Tennis, Lt.
Cmdr. Mark Nieswiadomy with Combined
Task Force 76, 7th Fleet, is also pleased about
the opportunity to meet Japanese players. “It
is nice to get to know the life and culture of
Okinawa through tennis. You don’t have to
speak the language. You just need to know
how to play.”

Tennis on island is going to expand and
intensify, according to Dawson, as the search
for more teams and players moves forward. So
if you want to play tennis on the Manta Tennis
team or want your team to play against them in
friendly matches, then please visit http://oki-
nawatennis.com for more information.
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Members of the Manta Tennis of the Kadena AFB and Naha-based Fanty Tennis get together

twice a month to play and learn from each other. ¥ 952,77
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OKINAWA INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CLUB Women« “ntfe culfu@ed,

Hiroko Tamaki

he proper wear of the kimono is
known by most Japanese, with
only a hand full of Americans ever

having donned the traditional attire. Just
as baby showers are a tradition to most
Americans, with only a few Japanese hav-
ing experienced a baby shower.

A baby shower is an American tradi-
tion in which friends gather to shower the
expectant mother with what she is going
to need for the baby.

“When I first heard about it, I thought
someone would come to teach how to
shower a baby properly,” said Reiko Shi-
mada, a Japanese chairperson in charge
of culture for the Okinawa International
Women’s Club.

The OIWC was established in 1953
while Okinawa was still under the control
of the United States. According to the club’s
website, “Hideko Higa, the wife of the Chief
Executive of the Ryukyu Islands, approached
some of her American friends with the idea of
forming a club where American and Japanese
women could get together to share ideas.”

In order to allow members to learn about
each other’s culture in a more personal set-
ting, there are 16 culture groups in OTWC.
Each group has 10 to 12 members and
they meet at least once a month at times
convenient for all group members. Reiko’s
group had a formal Japanese tea ceremony
in January, and the event for February was
the baby shower.

The group gathered for Rie Fujii, who is
expecting her first child in May and joined
the culture group in September. The day
was filled with games, cake, barbecue, and
of course baby gifts. For Fujii, this was the
first baby shower she had ever attended in
her life.

“It is a moving experience,” said Fujii,
her voice filled with excitement. “I read
about a baby shower one of the celebrities
had, but I thought it would be after giving
birth to a child.”

OIWC’s special event for the March
luncheon was the kimono fashion show,
and some attendees did not miss the op-
portunity to dress up in a kimono.

A member of OIWC for five months
following her one year membership in

Sasebo, Japan, Susan Bossert says OTWC
is beneficial for both sides. “It is a good
place to meet Japanese women, build
friendships, and learn the Japanese culture
and language.”

And for Fujii, who wanted to befriend
people from different countries, OTWC
was her answer. Now she enjoys her
friendships with the American women in
her group and takes advantage of the op-
portunity to speak English.

Today the OIWC has about 260 Japa-
nese and 150 foreign members. The club
with more than 400 members aims to
promote friendship while providing help-
ing hands to those in need. Annually
the women raise approximately $10,000
which they donate to welfare facilities on
the island.

The majority of foreign members are
American family members and civilian fe-
male contractors supporting the military on
Okinawa. But the OIWC is open to women
of all nationalities living in Okinawa.

For more information about the OITWC
or to join, visit their website at www.free-
webs.com/oiwc

The March luncheon of the Okinawa International Women's Club was held at the Naha Terrace Hotel following the fund raising bazaar at the same venue.
SADHMBERRAI STEFIRIE. FNTSRKTITHESZNE, EHALDRIICIEIFFREEDHIHONTF—biTbNhi,
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ABOVE: During the baby shower at Amy Colaianni’s house, members of the Culture Group




Colonel Frank
Simonds, Jr.,
Camp Foster and
Lester Camp Com-
mander, watches
Nobutomo Asato
line up his final

putt.
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Americans, Japanese strengthen

friendships through shared passion

Hiroko Tamaki

n the world of golf there is
but one language. So when
the members of YUI-KAI,
a local golf club, come together
it doesn’t matter if the play-
ers speak Japanese or English,
because they speak the language
of golf.

“I don’t speak English very
well, but I can make myself un-
derstood on the golf course,” said
Muneyasu Machida who became
a YUI-KATI member in Janu-
ary, after being a guest player for
about a year.

As Lt.Col. Jim Howard, a
new member puts it, “Golf has
its own language so we can com-
municate.”

YUI-KAI was founded about
seven years ago when a handful
of Japanese golfers had a vision
to establish a friendship between

the local people and Americans
on the island. They called the

Camp Foster and Camp Lester
Commander to join hands in
creating a club to achieve that
goal through golf.

Since that day the club boasts
about 23 Japanese and 14 Ameri-
can members. But YUI-KAI is
not just a club in which people
get together to play golf, but a
club which fosters lasting friend-
ships.

Chairman Nobutomo Asato
proudly points out the YUI-KAI
rule book states; the purpose of
this club is to promote mu-
tual understanding and further
friendship between the United
States and Japan.

“People of different cultural
backgrounds and in different en-
vironments can easily misunder-
stand each other,” said Seitetsu
Toyama, a member now for five
years. “What is the norm to one
is not so to others. So this club
is a good place for us to solve
those kinds of misunderstand-
ings.”
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No matter the experience
level of the players, passion for
the game is what brings them
together.

“I am impressed that the
Japanese players are very respect-
ful when I play even though I am
not as experienced as they are,”
said Col. Frank Simonds, Camp
Foster and Lester Camp Com-
mander, and a dedicated member
of the club. Although he had not
played golf much before his ar-
rival on Okinawa, he now shares
the passion for golf with his
fellow members.

In addition to the monthly
golf outings at Awase Meadows
Golf Course, the club members
enjoy various other activities
together.

YUI-KATI participates in
an annual friendship sports
tournament; gathers for family
field trips throughout Okinawa,
holds hail and farewell parties;
and celebrates New Years.

The members also try to be

involved in each others com-

munity. The Okinawan members
often attend ceremonies and
events on base, and the Ameri-
can members take part in the
local festivals.

Most American members are
destined to leave Okinawa for
the next duty station, but that
does not worry Asato. “We keep
in touch with some of the mem-
bers even after they go back
to the United States. When
they get a chance to come back
to Okinawa, we will have a
reunion.”
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MCAS Futenma follows through after he drives his ball down
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Ron Nix performs Sai

with his son, Brandon,

at the charity event held

February 22.
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Staff Sergeant Brian J. Griffin

Staff Sergeant Brian J. Griffin

e beat of the drums, the flash of bright colors

I and the chant of an Okinawan melody fill the
air as a not-so-ordinary mix of eisa enthusiasts

display a colorful and entertaining Japanese tradition.

Eisa is Okinawan traditional performance using
drum, and to Ron Nix the meaning is slightly more
complicated than it seems.

“Eisa is taking the Okinawan art of drumming and
putting your heart and soul into it,” Ron said. “Itis very
difficult to find the words to describe what it is because
eisa is different for everyone.”

In Okinawa, there is one dojo known for its unique
blend of eisa and karate performances and they’re not
your run of the mill group.

'The Nix Hamaya Karate Daiko was founded by Ron
and Akemi Nix in 1997 with the idea of sharing cul-
tures and spreading peace. According to the husband
and wife team, the group draws its strength from the
blend of its members.

“Welve got a great mixture of cultures and that is
what makes us so unique, it doesn’t matter if you can't
speak the language,” Ron said. “The music and the
drumming breaks down the walls and we communicate
through the beat of the drums.”

The Nix Dojo is the only international class that
instructs and performs eisa throughout the year and has
members who represent multiple cultures.

They perform throughout the region at a variety of
venues in Okinawa and mainland Japan.

In 2008, they travelled to Washington, D.C. after
being invited to perform for the National Cherry Blos-
som Festival.

“It doesn’t matter what background you are from;
Filipino, African American, Caucasian, or Japanese,
we come together through eisa drumming,” Ron said.
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International eisa group
promotes spirit of Okinawa
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Ron believes in the idea of sharing and learning
whole heartedly and has made it his mission to do so.

“Someone passed the art of karate and eisa drum-
ming to me, and that’s what I want to do, I want to pass
it to those who want to learn,” he said.

Martial arts isn’t something new for Ron and
Akemi, both of them have a long history in the ancient
art. Ron began studying martial arts when he was 13
years old and is currently an eighth-degree black belt.
He studied Chinese Kempo for five years. In 1977, he
joined the Air Force and received orders to Okinawa
where he began studying karate. His wife Akemi, an
Okinawa native, began studying martial arts in 1982
and is currently a fifth-degree black belt.

The two met in 1979 when Akemi observed a
martial arts tournament on Kadena Air Base; they were
married a year later. They continued their passion for
martial arts and each other throughout Ron’s 21-year
military career by teaching karate at every location they
were stationed. They opened their own dojo in 1997,
one year before retiring from the Air Force.

“Ilike to call it the ‘Mom and Pops’ karate dojo,”
Ron said. “I know every kid’s name by heart.”

"The Nix-Dojo has more than 150 karate students
and 100 eisa students.

“We start the kids off as early as 5 years old, and
we go through, well, as old as you want to go,” he said
with a chuckle. “I'm 50 years old, but I feel like I'm 20
because the karate and eisa drumming keeps me young
— I'want to be out there doing this when I'm 70.”

"The Nixs strive to show that Okinawa is a special
place, especially for those who put forth extra effort.

“My goal is for every kid and every adult to be able
to look back and say Okinawa was one of the most
special times of their life,” Ron said. “As long as you
want to learn, it’s a done deal. You just have to put in
the time and sweat.”

.
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Rodd Chin performs eisa in the Hamaya Daiko group. He
calls Okinawa home and plans to open an Okinawa Center in

Washington D.C.
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II1 MEF Band helps bridge culture

gap with continued musical traditions

Staff Sgt. Marc Ayalin

or more than five decades, U.S. Marine
Fband members stationed on Okinawa

have helped lead the way in weaving the
tapestry of Japanese and American culture.

This year, the band members have been
meticulously planning for nearly five months
in preparation for the III Marine Expedition-
ary Forces Summer Concert, scheduled at the
Okinawa Convention Center June 27 at 7 p.m.

As the only Marine Expeditionary Force
band in the Marine Corps, the III MEF
Band, with its 50-plus members, has had the
inherent duty of serving as American Ambas-
sadors throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

According to III MEF Band officer, Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Forest Brown, the band’s
principle role in Japan is to provide musical
support to military commands and support
community relations activities between the
United States and Japan.

The band averages between 10-12 public
performances annually on Okinawa and
mainland Japan. This number reflects perfor-
mances the band initiates and performances
where a formal request is received to support
local events and festivals.

Such venues have been held at Koza Music
Town, American Village, and the Okinawa

Cultural Club along with performances
for the III MEF Summer Concert, the St.

Patrick’s Day Parade, the Annual Nago
Cherry Blossom Festival, the Uruma Tug of
War Festival and the Okinawa International
Carnival Parade. In addition to annual events
in Japan, the band has performed throughout
the Asia-Pacific region.

“(In Japan) we try to perform a mix of
American music and Okinawa folk and
popular music,” Brown said. “There is some
truth to the cliché that music is universal. An
upbeat song will put smiles on faces, make
teet tap and hands clap, just as a melancholy
tune will cause the listener to listen intently
and reflect.”

With its history dating back more than
50 years, the III MEF Band has continued
making its mark here gaining a fair amount
of positive feedback among the Okinawan
community.

According to Masaaki Ishiki, community
relations specialist for Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, the Okinawan community has
always held the band in high regard.

“The locals like the band with its American
flavor and of course the music performances,”
said Ishiki. “The Marine band is accepted very
well every time we have the performances,
whether at the theaters or on the street.”

A successful performance of profession-
ally-played music does not come easily. The
Marines practice several hours a day in addi-
tion to completing their military training.

4- KREFE - 2009 FS  www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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III MEF Band members march in the St. Patrick’s Day parade on Park Avenue on March 14. 38 14H [C/X\—9 7 A= 2 —[CTiTh

As for concert preparation, some band
members remain busy up to two months prior
to a venue, according to Cpl. Ada Ingram,
the public information representative for the
band.

Ingram added they usually begin planning
by developing a theme or idea to build the
concert. The band chose “A Night of Imagi-
nation,” for the summer concert, said Ingram,
a native of Salem, Oregon. “In the end, it all
pays off as we are able to share the imagination
of our music with everyone.”

The Marines always enjoy a sense of ac-
complishment and satisfaction after their local
performances.

“Having played in almost every small en-
semble over the last three years, I can speak
for the rest of the Marines in saying we really
enjoy playing out in town,” said Sgt. Cody
Bond, a saxophonist with the band. “A major
highlight from one of our performances was
during a rock band show for a school for physi-
cally challenged children.”

“I was worried at first they wouldn’t like
the music, but they ended up being one of the
best audiences I have ever played for,” he said.
“It is extremely fulfilling to bring happiness
into someone’s life and make them smile, and
that is what we do with our music.”

For more information about the III MEF
Band or concert information, contact Master
Sgt. Carlos Flores at 098-970-3919.
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Marine Corps members and
locals share good time together

! I Ahe theme for this edition is “organiza-
tions or groups that bring together
local citizens and U.S. military person-

nel to enjoy sports or hobbies together.” The

first thing that came to mind was the Awase

Meadows Golf Course which has become

open to the public.

Once we started the search for such groups,
we were pleasantly surprised to find so many
that, in fact, we were unable to feature them
all due to the limited space.

'The organizations that made it to this
edition are eisa drumming, tennis, cultural ex-
change, ice hockey, salsa dance and golf. They
are very diverse in their interest and size.

What struck me most when I interviewed
people in the groups is, everyone said we have
fun even though we don’t speak the same lan-
guage. The language barrier has little impact
when people share the same interest or hobby.
Of course, as they spend time together they
gradually learn each other’s language.

I hope this edition will lead to the creation

i Sc Bk B & o DN DY 2

of more such groups.

Another story is about the III Marine
Expeditionary Force Band which is diligently
preparing for the summer concert scheduled in
June. I sincerely hope as many of you as pos-
sible will go to the concert.

The other services of the U.S. forces have
been contributing to this Marine Corps
magazine since the 2008 spring edition. This
edition features a story from the Navy about
the bilateral exercise they conducted with
the Okinawa’s Fire and Police Departments.
The story explains why the joint exercise is
essential.

The primary readership of the Big Circle is
Japanese readers. Thus, we changed the page
numbers starting from the Japanese front cov-
er. We will try our best to make this magazine
as reader-friendly as possible. We look forward

to your continuous support.

Hiroko Tamaki
Editor

-~

onthecover

Twelve-year-old Cole Chin per-
forms bo-jutsu during the charity
event held at the Koza Music
Town on February 22.
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IIT MEF Band members participated in the St. Patrick’s
Day parade on March 14 on Park Avenue in Okinawa

City. They provide musical support to various events on

and off base.
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